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Adopting a Special Needs Pet

Well over a year ago, an emaciated and dehydrated cat was found in a parking lot in Sahuarita and

brought to TALGV. I't didndt take | ong for the v]jol
by toxoplasmosis acquired from eating infected birds and mice while trying to survive on the streets.
Because of his vision loss, he had to be confined to a cage for his own protection. One day near the end
of July, | noticed him and realized that although he was getting plenty of food and attention, he really
di dndét have much of a fiquality of Iife.o0o | deci ded
the outside world (and all my other critters!). The staff was overjoyed that Trill might be allowed to roam
in a more open area and be a bit more free, and readily agreed to let me give it a try.
It was slow going at first. He had some medical set backs: neutering, two surgeries to remove painful,
malignant tumors in his ear, and a much-needed teeth cleaning, but once those procedures were behind him, he became
more and more curious about his surroundings.
He i mmedi ately became friends with my dogs, Spirit and L}l
had to be taught how to safely jump off the bed or a lap, and since he enjoyed flying through the air, he needed to be pointed
in a direction where he woul dnekidtingoicely with my twa 16-year-olg dath, iShagia Hle
(adopted from TALGV when she was 12), and Smokey, who lost his sight in October 2008.
I'n the past few months, Trill has bl ossgmed 1 nto a Iovlng
13 pounds!), who is enjoying life possibly as never beforei | t hi nk heobs aking up for
his Al ost youth. o He is a real comed:i n and will bat aﬂl
moves, often attacking the dogsd waggih tails. They age] a
think they know he has been through a lot.
He demands playtime with his beloved catnhip mouse pole toy at least twice a day and
al so |Ilikes to stand on his hind | egs an bat at fAghost §o] w
into the air to show how happy he i s. e adores chewi 8gl| o
mind if your feet are in the shoes or not!
Although he has learned his way around my house, he still runs into walls on occasion, but he is an endless source of
pl easure and entertainment. | 6ve often said that if he hfpd

One thing | have learned from both Trill and Smokey is that adding a special needs or older pet to your family will not only
bring joy to your life, but it can totally transform an animal from being frightened and depressed after an injury or losing a
home of many years into a wonderfully, grateful companion. These lost souls still have plenty of love to share if given the

chance. Please consider taking one into your home and your heart.
Vicki Turner, TALGV Dog Handler Coordinator
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Benefiting TALGV & the Community Food Bank
12 Participating TALGV Dogs




